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Discussion Map 
§ Pose	a	question	that	invites	learners	to	retrieve	and	share	their	experiences,	connections,	

and	knowledge	that	may	be	relevant	to	the	topic.		
o Prepare	your	questions	ahead	of	time	so	that	they	aren't	too	leading,	but	really	draw	out	

student	thinking.	In	other	words,	be	sure	the	answer	you	are	driving	for	isn't	embedded	in	
your	tone	or	the	wording	of	your	query.	For	example,	you	could	ask	"What	did	you	notice?"	
or	observe?	or	note	down/underline	or	highlight	and	why?	

§ Listen	to	their	responses	and	thinking.	
§ Remember	to	stay	neutral	in	your	reaction.	

o You	or	a	student	might	keep	notes	(graphical	or	text)	on	the	board	while	the	conversation	
unfolds.	

§ Encourage	and	challenge	learners	to	provide	explanations,	evidence,	or	clarifications	to	
elaborate	on	their	thinking.		

o Ask	if	others	have	questions	for	the	responders	as	you	go	along	--	it	doesn't	always	have	to	
be	from	you	--	in	fact,	what	you	want	is	to	inspire	a	culture	of	conversation	among	
participants	with	you	simply	listening	and	supporting	deepened	thinking	when	needed.	
Suggested	probing	questions	are	provided	-	perhaps	write	the	probing	questions	on	the	
board	and	encourage	peers	to	further	question	one	another	using	the	following	prompts:	

§ What	makes	you	think	that?	
§ Please	give	an	example	from	your	experience.	
§ Was	there	anything	in	the	reading/problems/tasks	assigned	that	you	can	cite	for	

supporting	evidence?	
§ What	do	you	mean?	

§ Encourage	learners	to	provide	alternative	opinions	or	ideas,	and	react	&	respond	to	the	
ideas	shared.	Suggested	probing	questions:	

o Can	anyone	add	something	to	that	comment?	
o Who	would	like	to	share	an	alternative	opinion?	
o What	do	others	think	about	that	idea?	[Here	is	a	good	place	for	low-tech	clickers	to	get	

everyone's	take	quickly	and	cue	you	where	to	take	the	conversation,	rather	than	having	to	
pose	the	"does	anyone	disagree".]	

o Does	anyone	disagree	with	that	comment?	
§ Connect	back	to	the	main	topic.	

o Would	anyone	like	to	connect	where	we	are	back	with	the	main	topic?	
o What	are	the	key	linkages?	
o Is	there	any	other	aspect	we	could	explore	as	a	group?	

§ Help	to	organize	and	summarize	ideas.	
o Or	ask	someone	to	come	forward	to	write	on	the	board	or	stand	up	and	summarize	the	

ideas.	The	first	person	called	on	can	get	help	from	others	too.	Can	someone	start	us	off	
building	a	summary	of	the	ideas	that	have	surfaced	in	this	conversation?	

 
 
 


